
The NEWCOMER               
 Lake Barcroft Newcomers’  Club Newsletter                                May-June 2007 
 
  July 4      Fireworks           Volunteer for setup and set-off   
  July 15      Brunch at Rhodeside Grill               11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
  August 4     Beach Party                  3:00 pm – 7:00 pm  
           
 

 
 

Sand Day Proves a Hoppin’ Time 
 
It was a warm, summery day on May 12th for the Annual Sand 
Day, and on Beach 4, everyone was greeted by music, 
frolicking kids and families, and, of course, the main 
attraction, a very large pile of fresh sand.   
 
Christy Allen, bullhorn in hand, was in charge of running the 
show this year with Amanda Infeld and Rachel Teixeira.  
Together, the girls adroitly managed the events, while the 
Newcomers Club provided delicious hot dogs, brats and drinks 
for sale to provide sustenance for the competitors and 
onlookers alike. 
 
The Gold Rush kicked off the events, where the youngsters 
were let loose on the great pile of sand to dig for gold rocks, 
which were redeemed for candy prizes.  The youngest 
contestants, first to mount the great sand hill, seemed more 
awed by the fresh sand than by the potential of finding hidden 
treasures.  But the older children followed, more serious about 
the hunt, and rummaged the pile in earnest.  In the end, all 
were winners and came away with prizes for their efforts. 
 
The Sack Race followed, with many showing their expertise in 
competition.  There were some heated races with photo 
finishes. Ayash Bajgain, winner of the 7+ year group, 
attributed his win to his karate training, which enabled him to 
“ jump far.”  
 
Next came the Limbo event, where children showed off their 
best limbo moves, and then the new Musical Towels event, a 
clever twist on the old Musical Chairs favorite. All ages 
competed together, with some of the youngest sometimes 
bumping out competitors twice their age – but in the end 
Devika Shankardass took first place.  Devika said she went “as 
fast as she could, ”  but also went “at a slow pace”  in order to 
keep an eye on the towel when the music stopped. 

 
Finally came the judging of the Sand Castle Competition.  
Judge Kim Smith, looking for Imagination, Ingenuity, and that 
the structure was actually a Castle, chose Ross and Andre with 
their “Origins of Home Plumbing”  for the blue ribbon.  The 
team impressed Judge Kim by the imaginative story behind 
the creation, and the ingenuity of having moving parts – as 
water was poured into the moat around the castle, the water 
flowed through a tube buried under sand, and out to a trough 
that took the water right back into the lake!  Ross said that 
both he and Andre came up with the idea together, after Ross 
suggested, “why don’ t we put a tube here”  – and the rest is 
history. 
 
Upon reflection, Christy said it was fun to manage her first 
Sand Day and looks forward to next year.  Certainly, thanks to 
everyone, a good time was had by all.   
     -- Angel Fujimoto 
 
A complete list of Sand Day competition winners appears on 
page 2.      

 

 
 

 
Next Event: Rhodeside Grill Brunch 
 
When: Sunday, July 15, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Where: Rhodeside Grill 
 1836 Wilson Blvd. 
Cost: $15 per person for members, includes tax and tip 
 Cash bar 
 
Join the Newcomers Club at the Rhodeside Grill for a buffet 
brunch.  Bring the whole family for a lovely time at a great 
restaurant owned by Lake Barcroft residents Alice Lima-
Whitney and Wilson Whitney.  Watch your e-mail for more 
details soon! 



 
 
Newest Newcomers 
 
Welcome our new neighbors! 
 
George and Penny de Filippi                            3417 Barger Dr.           
 
Denise and Richard Dreiman                    3560 Half Moon Cir. 
 
Charlotte Flounders                                   3428 Stoneybrae Dr.        
 
Donna and Tobin James                              6211 Waterway Dr.          
 
Eugene Leung and Julie Kearney                6534 Jay Miller Dr.          
 
Paul and Elizabeth Kepp                                  3417 Blair Rd.  
 
Ian Lothian and Rose Gnam                               6404 Lyric Ln.              
 
Jose and Norliva Marquine                        3401 Green Tree Dr.       
 
Allen D. Partlow              6132 Beachway Dr.  
 
Paige and Peter  Shannon          3438 Glen Carlyn Dr. 
 
Julie and Andrew Siff                                   3707 Quaint Acres           
 
Valerie and Steven Treharne                       6552 Jay Miller Dr.  
 
Kenneth Trotter               6126 Beachway Dr. 
 
We list new neighbors in The Newcomer after confirming that 
they have actually moved into their house – usually via 
delivery of a Newcomers’  Club gift bag.  If you are new in the 
neighborhood and have not received a gift bag from the 
Newcomers’  Club, please contact Winifred and Paul Mulligan 
at Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com, or 703-642-3914. 
 

Beach Party – Mark Your Calendar! 
 
Save the date for the third annual Lake Barcroft BBQ on the 
Beach, August 4 from 3-7 p.m. on Beach 5 (rain date August 
5).  This family event has become a fun-filled tradition each 
summer.  Groove to the tunes (or rock out--your choice) to 
music of Randy Barrett and the Barretones--back by popular 
demand!!  Newcomers will provide beverages, burgers, hot 
dogs and the famous freshly made, boiled-in-beer Logan©s 
bratwurst.  The cost of this event is $5.  Beer and wine will be 
available for a minimal charge. (Because we are serving 
alcohol there is no swimming.) 
 
            -- Trish Gomersall 

 
 
Andre Rizza and Ross Rubin demonstrate the operation of home 
plumbing in their sand castle, which won First Place.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note:  We regret that, in the excitement of the day, we did not 
get last names of all sand castle winners.  If you or a family member 
were one of the second or third place winners, please notify Jerry Ellig 
at jellig@yahoo.com, and we’ll be happy to print an acknowledgement 
in the next edition of The Newcomer.

Help Launch July 4 Fireworks! 
 
If you’re handy with garden tools or like to light things up, 
join the merry crew that sets up and lights up the Lake 
Barcroft fireworks on July 4!  Additional volunteers are 
still welcome.  Contact Amon Nixson at 703-575-9404, or 
anixson@verizon.net. 
 

Sand Day Competition Results 
 
Sack Race   L imbo 
 
2-3 year olds   2-3 year olds 
1st - Morgan Pabilonia  1st - Maya Schneider 
2nd - Gabriella Tovares   
3rd - Edward Meagh  4-6 year olds 
    1st - Jillian Barnett 
4-5 year old girls 
1st – Jillian Barnett  7+ year olds 
2nd – Kace Boland  1st - Star Danfora 
3rd – Cate Lyons 
    Musical Towels 
4-5 year old boys 
1st – Dantes De La Roche 1st – Devika     
2nd – Curt Heinz           Shankardass 
    2nd – Alexis Barnett 
6 year old girls   3rd – Haley Henriksen 
1st – Taylor Henriksen 
2nd – Kyra West   Sand Castle Contest 
3rd – Maya Yorks 
    1st Place 
6 year old boys   Andre Rizza 
1st – Cori Scott   Ross Rubin  
2nd – Owen Treharne 
3rd – Michael Sarisky  2nd Place 
    Max 
7+ year old girls and boys  Jillian 
1st – Ayash Bajgain  Alex 
2nd – Haley Henriksen 
3rd – Martin Sarisky  3rd Place 
        Avash Bajgain  Kieran 
    Vincent 
 
    --Andrew Siff 

mailto:jellig@yahoo.com
mailto:Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com


 
Tequila Tasting: Muy Delicioso 
 
A sold-out crowd of more than 80 Newcomers came together 
May 4 to taste and learn about the wonders of tequila. Muchas, 
muchas gracias to hosts Todd and Sam West for opening their 
beautiful home and imparting such detailed knowledge about 
the origins of this signature Mexican drink.  
 
The weather was perfect (thanks to fervent prayers offered by 
the organizing committee to numerous patron saints), allowing 
the Wests to set up two tasting tables, one inside the house and 
one in their capacious back yard. Bartender extraordinaire 
Todd also mixed up enormous batches of tasty margaritas for 
those who preferred their tequila in mixed drinks.  
 
New Mexican-style finger foods were catered by Anita’s, the 
local chain with restaurants in Vienna, Fairfax, Burke and 
elsewhere around Northern Virginia. (For more information, 
visit www.anitascorp.com.) 
 
Tasters rated the six unusual tequilas offered. The results, with 
some of the tasting notes: 
 
6. Cabo Wabo Reposado – a bold, aggressive tequila without 
being overpowering. 
 
5. Milagro Anejo – aged in single oak barrels that give it a 
subtle woody flavor. 
 
4. Patron Anejo – which has an exotic, fruity pear and ripe 
agave nose. 
 
3. Corralejo Reposado - aged in three different types of oak 
barrels – American, French and Encino. 
 
2. Joe Cuervo Reserva de la Familia – for over 10 generations, 
a family secret only shared with the closest of friends. In 1995, 
to celebrate the 200-year anniversary of the world’s leading 
producer of tequila, the Cuervo family decided to share this 
blend of its special reserves, some of which are aged more 
than 30 years. Floral, agave, vanilla and cognac flavors. 
 
1. Don Julio Anejo – with a woody, nutty aroma that 
compliments a smooth flavor, touched with butterscotch. 

 
Many thanks to event organizers Trish Gomersall and Kim 
Mills. A special tip of the sombrero to J. Warren Russell for 
working with the Wests on buying the tequilas. Gracias 
tambien to additional bartenders John McManus, John 
Kampshror, Moe Jafari, Kent Christian, Matt Friedman and 
Ralph Petta. 
 
    -- Kim Mills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Ramon Garcia demonstrates how to whoop it up like a real caballero. 
 

 
 
Hostess Sam West shares a chuckle with the Richard and Denise 
Dreiman. 
 

 
 
Women in Black: Leigh Gonzalez and Donna Black pose for a shot. 
(All tequila tasting photos by Kim Mills.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  “For the last time,” says Todd West, “It’s Cabo Wabo Reposado.” 
 
 
 

Newcomers’ Board 
 
Club members elected the following board members in 
December.  Board members serve staggered terms to promote 
continuity. 
 
At-large Board membership is also open to club members who 
volunteer to coordinate events or take on other important club 
functions.   
 
President  Miranda Thomas 
(2008)   randa777@yahoo.com 
   703-942-5775 
 
Vice President  John McManus 
(2007)   jcmcman@yahoo.com 
   703-671-4190 
 
Treasurer  Warren Russell 
(2008)   russelljw@cox.net 

703-750-0596 
 
Hospitality  Trish Gomersall 
(2008)   pgomersall@cftc.gov 

703-941-3322 
 
Membership  Heather Thomas 
(2007)   Heather@cruisingboat.com 
 
Welcome Bags      Sandy Chiong 

(2007)  
 sandythebeachbum@yahoo.com 

703-941-4790 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter Editor               Jerry Ellig 
(2007)   jellig@yahoo.com 

703-941-4790 
 
At Large   Joe Pisciotta 
   Joe@Americanspiritcc.com 
   703-914-1453 
 
   Kim Mills 
   Onthelake63@hotmail.com 
 
   Matt Friedman 
   Friedman.matt@gmail.com 
 
   Winifred and Paul Mulligan 
   Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com 
   703-642-3914 

 
 
 

Receiving This Newsletter 
 

E-mail distribution allows the Newcomers’  Club to provide a 
more timely, higher-quality newsletter at lower cost.  If you 
need to add or update your email address, please notify us at 
Newcomers@lbnewcomers.com.   
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